Chapter 2 Study Guide

The Constitution

Objectives

· Outline the events the led early Americans to declare independence from Britain

· Review the basic philosophy that underlies the Declaration of Independence

· Summarize the parallels between Locke’s writings and Jefferson’s language in the Declaration of Independence

· Explain how the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation laid the groundwork for the Constitution

· Describe what Madison meant by “factions” and how he proposed to solve the problems presented by factions

· Evaluate how the Constitutional Convention dealt with issues of equality

· Summarize the major compromises of the Constitutional Convention

· Explain why economic issues were high on the agenda at the Constitutional Convention and how the framers tried to strengthen the economic powers of the new national government

· Demonstrate what we mean by the “Madisonian model” and how it is incorporated within the Constitution

· Understand why many critics claim that the Madisonian model actually reduces efficiency in the operations of government

· Describe the major issues between the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists in the debates over the ratification of the Constitution

· Ascertain how constitutional changes-both formal and informal-continue to shape and alter the Madisonian system

· Evaluate the Constitution in terms of the theme of democracy that runs throughout this chapter

· Identify factors that have led to a gradual democratization of the Constitution

· Understand how the Constitution affects the scope of government in America

Key Concepts to Know

	Anti-Federalists
	Articles of Confederation
	Bill of Rights

	Checks and balances
	Connecticut Compromise
	Consent of the governed

	Constitution
	Declaration of Independence
	Equal Rights Amendment

	Factions
	Federalists Papers
	Federalist

	Judicial Review
	Limited Government
	Marbury v. Madison

	Natural Rights
	New Jersey Plan
	Republic

	Separation of Powers
	Shay’s Rebellion
	US Constitution

	Virginia Plan
	Writ of habeas corpus
	


Chapter 2 Questions

1. Would out government be more effective if power was concentrated within a single branch of government? Would it be more efficient?

2. The delegates of the Constitutional Convention were from an elite groups, is this a real representation of the people? Are they able to represent all people of the strata of society?

3. Can a democratic country exist without a no written constitution? How do some aspects of the  US Constitution allow unwritten laws or ideals?

4. How do some parts of the Constitution reflect a distrust of democracy? Who didn’t the framers trust? Do we still have similar beliefs today?

5. Why are minority rights important? What types of minorities was James Madison concerned about? Are minority rights still important in US politics?

6. The Constitution is known as a flexible document. Why did the framers create a document that requires so much interpretation?

Sample Questions

1. Which of the following institutions was specifically outlined in the Constitution?

A. Federal Reserve System

B. Cabinet

C. Federal district courts

D. Electoral College

E. Department of State

2. The Seventeenth Amendment changed the nature of senatorial elections by

A. Prohibiting PACs from contributing to senatorial campaigns

B. Establishing a group of electors from each state to nominate senators

C. Permitting senatorial debates to be aired on television

D. Scheduling them to be held every two years

E. Allowing senators to be elected directly by the public

3. Which of the following statements accurately describe the system of checks and balances?

I. The system of checks and balances prevents the rule of the majority, because on institution cannot gain total power over the others.

II. The power to veto bills allows the president to check Congress

III. The system of checks and balances grew out of a long political tradition but is not defined by the Constitution

IV. Congress checks the power of the judicial branch by nominating justices

A. I only

B. III only

C. I and II only

D. III and IV only

E. I, II, and III only

4. Which of the following concepts of government introduced in the Articles of Confederation was maintained in the Constitution?

A. Exclusionary rule

B. Limited government

C. Checks and balances

D. State supremacy

E. Direct democracy

5. All of the following are guaranteed under the Fifth Amendment EXCEPT

A. due process of law

B. a person cannot be tried twice for the same crime

C. the accused cannot be made to serve as witness against himself or herself

D. property may not be taken without due process of law and fair compensation

E. bail cannot be denied

6. The Bill of Rights was added to the Constitution to

A. Clarify the Supreme Court’s power of judicial review

B. Ensure equal voting rights

C. Protect individual rights

D. Define all powers reserved for the federal and state governments

E. Prevent the supremacy of one faction of government over another

7. Which of the following statements are true about freedom of speech as guaranteed by the Constitution?

I. Political protests first require the submission of a formal application to the federal government

II. In cases where the national security may be compromised, the government has the authority to censor the news media

III. The possession of obscene material is protected under the First Amendment

IV. An amendment would be required to prevent the practice of flag burning

A. I only

B. IV only

C. I and II only

D. II and IV only

E. I, II and III only

8. Anti-Federalists argued against adoption of the Constitution for all of the following reason EXCEPT

A. It failed to centralize power

B. It responded to the needs of the minority, not the majority

C. It placed too many restrictions on the states

D. It neglected individual rights

E. It favored property owners

9. The Constitution established a system of equal representation by creating

A. A system of federal courts

B. A bicameral legislature

C. The electoral college

D. Three branches of government

E. The Bill of Rights

10. In which of the following ways does the Constitution protect the rights of the individuals?

A. It gives Congress the power to impeach the president

B. It invests the president with the powers of commander in chief

C. It prevents Congress passing bills of attainder

D. It allows states to collect taxes

E. It divides government into the national and state levels

Sample FRQ

1. The Constitution has been amended over time to reflect changes in the American political system. No issue has received more attention among these amendments than that of voting rights

a. Identify three amendments that had an impact on voting rights

b. Describe how each amendment has changed the nature of the electorate

2. The ratification of the proposed new Constitution was not a forgone conclusion

a. Describe two objections the Anti-Federalists raised to the ratification of the Constitution

b. Describe two arguments the Federalists raised to support ratification of the Constitution

c. Explain one compromise between the positions of these two sides

